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The United Nations was built by the world, for the world.

Since 1945, it has been the place for countries to unite behind global solutions to global problems.

Solutions that ease tensions, build bridges and forge peace.

Solutions to eradicate poverty, spur sustainable development, and stand up for the most vulnerable.  

Solutions that deliver lifesaving relief to people living through conflicts, violence, economic hardship, 
and climate disasters.  

Solutions that level the scales of justice and equality for women and girls.

Solutions that tackle issues that were unimaginable in 1945 — climate change, digital technology, 
artificial intelligence, and outer space.

In September, the General Assembly adopted the Pact for the Future, the Global Digital Compact, and 
the Declaration on Future Generations.

Together, these milestone agreements will help ensure that the United Nations system adapts, reforms, 
and rejuvenates, so it is fit for the changes and challenges around us and delivers solutions for all.

But our work will always be rooted in the timeless values and principles of the UN Charter and interna-
tional law, and in the dignity and human rights of every person.

In today’s troubled world, hope is not enough.

Hope requires determined action and multilateral solutions for peace, shared prosperity and a thriving 
planet.

Hope requires all countries working as one.

Hope requires the United Nations.

On United Nations Day, I call on all countries to keep this beacon for the world, and its ideals, shining.
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National Observance of the 79th United Nations Day 

It is with immense pride and pleasure that I pen this message when the United 
Nations Association of Sri Lanka celebrates the significant National Observance 
of the 79th United Nations Day.    

Over the past decades, the UN has been a beacon of hope, unity and progress, 
working tirelessly to shape a better world with the ultimate objective of a 
farsighted vision which solely rests in the hands of today’s youth.    

However, empowering socially responsible youth is not just a moral 
obligation. It is a strategic necessity. The universal challenges we face today 
are numerous such as drastic climate changes, inequality, poverty and 
conflicts, etc. The  impact of most of the global issues can   
be minimized and harnessed with the potential of our youth as they are treasure 
troves of super energy, ample  
creativity and an unwavering desire to make the world a better place.    

The schools do intervene in this missionary juncture by providing necessary background and creating platforms 
for students to thrive and lead.    

The United Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a roadmap in this journey. These goals are 
more than a global agenda. They are a call to action for each and every one of us to make an impact on our 
communities. Youth, with their passion for social justice and equality, are uniquely positioned to use the SDGs to 
drive change, locally and globally.    

For example, Goal 4 - Quality Education offers young leaders the chance to bridge gaps in access to education. 
Youth-led initiatives can provide leaning opportunities for marginalized groups, ensuring that no one is left behind. 
By tutoring peers, organizing educational workshops or leveraging technology to reach remote communities, young 
people can be a driving force for inclusive and equitable education.    

Each of the SDGs present an opportunity for youth to serve their communities while building a more sustainable 
and just world.    

But to unlock this potential, schools have a major responsibility to empower students with the knowledge, skills 
and resources necessary to become agents of change.    

Hence, I am delighted to appreciate and admire the genuine load of work executed by the United Nations to create 
environments where young people can thrive.    

We are absolutely grateful for the immeasurable steps taken by the United Nations for ensuring access to quality 
education, promoting entrepreneurship, encouraging civic engagement and fostering a culture of sustainability.    

Together we can build a world that is more peaceful, equitable and sustainable for generations to come.    

Mrs. Manomi Senevirathne    
Principal 
Visakha Vidyalaya, Colombo 5 



 
As we celebrate the 79th birthday of the United Nations Charter’s entry into force on 24th 

October 1945, we are proud of our Association which was established 5 years after the estab-
lishment of the United Nations.  Over the last 74 years we have committed to disseminate the 
good work of the UN to the common people. Our association is the National Affiliate of the 
WFUNA- World Federation of United Nations Associations for 74 years. We started our 
continues education program, approved by the Ministry of Education, through our registered 
328 study circles across the country. The Association is registered in Sri Lanka under the 
companies act of 1982

The keynote address at the annual observance is usually given by a student selected in an 
open contest among our Schools Study Circle and we offer our best wishes to become a useful 
citizen in the years ahead. It is a rare opportunity to address a large gathering of citizens face 
to face. On the other hand, we also train the trainers from time to time where teachers in 
schools are educated on the work of the UN.
   
As President, I take this opportunity to welcome all students present here and their friends, to 
update their acquisition of knowledge on the worldwide irreplaceable work of the United 
Nations which is now the focus of attention at a seemingly difficult time.
 
Former Secretary-General Kofi ANNAN said “there is no other” in this age of strife, disunity 
and terror, On the other side of the same coin It is the only symbol of hope and justice in a 
disunited world.
 
It is with utmost commitment to help and guide the students involved in educating and imple-
menting the SDGs. My sincere congratulations on behalf of the members of the National 
Executive Committee of the UNA and in my own behalf to all those who have actively 
involved in the number of projects we have done and plan to do in this year beyond. We invite 
the others who have not yet been in touch with us to contact our office for participation on 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

Mr. Mohamed Zawahir
President
United Nations Association of Sri Lanka
National Observance of the 79th United Nations Day 
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78TH UNITED NATIONS DAY – 2023
United Nation Association of Sri Lanka conducted the National Observances of the 78th United Nations 
Day at a function at the Sri Lanka Medical Associations Auditorium, No 6, Wijerama Mawatha Colombo 
07, on Sunday 22nd October 2023 from 3.00 to 5.30pm.

Chief Guest, Ambassador Dr. S. A. C. M. Zuhyle, Guest of Honour, Ambassador Dr. Dayantha Laksiri 
Mendis, (United Nations Multilateral Agreements and Global Governance), Special Guest Dr. Noel 
Somasundaram, UNASL Executive Committee Members, UNASL members, School Study Circle teachers, 
students and perants participated in the 78th United Nations Day Commemoration in Sri Lanka it was.

The ceremony commenced with the National Anthem followed by the Welcome address by the President of 
the Association, Mr. Mohamed Zawahir.

The keynote address was delivered by Senuth Dilnada Vanniarachchi, a student of Mahinda Vidyalaya, 
Galle. He was the winner of the annual speech contest conducted by the United Nations Association of Sri 
Lanka. The UN theme for 2023 was “International Year of Millet”.

The President Mr. Mohammad Zawahir presented the first copy of the United Nations Association of Sri 
Lanka Annual Report 2023 to the Chief Guest, Guest of Honor and the Special Guest. The Awards, certifi-
cates and cash prizes were also distributed to the winners and runners-up of the Speech Competition, Gener-
al Knowledge Competition and Essay Competition.

Secretary General Mr. Errol Smith presented the activities carried out by the UNASL during the year under 
review and Mrs. Panchali Rathnayake delivered the Vote of Thanks.

Cultural items were presented by Sri Lanka Police Dancing Troup.



 

 

 

Our sincere appreciation and thanks to Mr. Errol Smith, Secretary-General, Mr. Sampath 
Priyankara, Deputy Executive Chairpersons, Dr. Anver Dole, Vice Chairperson and 
Dr. G, D. Upali Jayawardena, Assistant Secretary General they have ungrudgingly 
devoted their time in compiling the Annual 2024, and to the learned contributors who 
have demonstrated their scholarship in providing articles. We also wish to thank for 
the contribution made by our valuable sponsors to the annual. 

Mr. Dharmadasa Vitharanage 
Editor 
United Nations Association of Sri Lanka   
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HUMAN RIGHTS DAY – 2023

The commemoration of “Human Rights Day” which has been declared by the United Nations is held 
annually by our Association with the UNASL Study Circles Island wide.  However, during the past few 
years we were unable to organize the commemoration due to the Covid Pandemic.

In commemoration of Human Rights Day, a meaningful lecture on Human Rights and Responsibilities 
was held on 10th  December 2023 at 5.00 pm at the National Secretariat of the United Nations Association 
of Sri Lanka.

The lecture was delivered by senior lecturer, retired principal S. L. R. D. By Mr. Ratugama. He presented 
the lecture in a simple manner so that all the participants could understand clearly about human rights and 
duties.

In collaboration with the Royal Netherland Embassy a booklet on Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
was translated and published by the United Nations Association of Sri Lanka and distributed the booklets 
among the participants of the lecture and the schools.

On December 10, 1948, the United Nations General Assembly approved and published the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Immediately after the publication of this historical document, the General Assembly, requested
from all member countries to make this publication public in every country regardless of the differences based on
the political situation, and to distribute, display, read and understand it mainly in schools and other educational
institutions.

Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General





FOUNDER & FORMER UNASL SECRETARY-GENERAL’S 
14TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY

The 14th Death Anniversary Commemoration of the Founder and Former Secretary -General of the 
United Nations Association of Sri Lanka who was also the Founder Chairman of the Kumaran Fernando 
Foundation, was held on 21st March 2024 as the Kumaran Fernando Foundation premises in Panadura.

A simple ceremony with religious observances by the maha sanga followed by an alms giving, was held 
to invoke merit on the Late Kumaran Fernando.

Members of the Board of Directors of the Kumaran Fernando Foundation and UNASL Executive Com-
mittee Members participated in the meritorious event.



STRATEGIC IMPERATIVES FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH



GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND PEACE BUILDING

By - ANUJANA RAJAKARUNA -



cross-cultural exchanges through study abroad programs, international internships, and virtual 
collaborations.

Youth can further this understanding by engaging in educational and dialogue opportunities. 
By participating in exchange programs and leveraging digital platforms, they can break down 
barriers and build bridges. Education systems should prioritize global citizenship, 
incorporating curricula that emphasize cultural diversity and global interdependence.

A Vision for the Future

Reflecting on the loss of my grandmother on March 30, 2021, has been a profound journey. 
Her passing made me realize that death is inevitable, and we are all on a journey from womb 
to tomb. This reflection brings into sharp focus the futility of hatred and conflict in such a brief 
existence. 

When I point a finger at you to say that you are responsible for the societal catastrophes we 
face, four fingers point back at me, reminding me that I am also part of this social fabric. My 
grandmother’s legacy of compassion has taught me the importance of peace and collective 
responsibility. As youth, we have the power to drive global change by promoting global 
citizenship and cross-cultural understanding. Let us embrace this responsibility with fervor. 
Our passion for compassion can truly heal our planet. In our short lives, let us strive to build a 
peaceful, interconnected world where the greatness of our community is measured by our 
compassionate actions

References

1. United Nations, ‘Youth and the United Nations’ https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/ accessed [Date of
Access].

2. UNESCO, ‘Global Citizenship Education (GCED)’ https://en.unesco.org/themes/gced accessed [Date of Access].

3. World Economic Forum, ‘The Role of Young People in Promoting Cross-Cultural Understanding’ 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/02/youth-cross-cultural-understanding/ accessed [Date of Access].

4. BBC News, ‘Gaza Crisis: Latest News and Analysis’ https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cg6xq8w21gzt/gaza
accessed [Date of Access]. 

5. The Guardian, ‘Gaza and the Global Impact’ https://www.theguardian.com/world/gaza accessed [Date of Access]. 
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YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND INNOVATION:
PAVING THE WAY FOR THE FUTURE





By - A.M. LOGARAJ 

YOUTH & MENTAL HEALTH





DIGITAL LITERCY & CYBER SECURITY
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“Sustainable development is the pathway to the future we
want for all. It offers a framework to generate economic
growth, achieve social justice, exercise environmental

stewardship and strengthen governance.”
- Ban Ki-moon


