






UN Secretary-General’s United Nations Day 
Message

24 October

The United Nations is a reflection of the world as it is – and an aspiration of the world we know 
it can be.

It is our responsibility to help build that world of peace, sustainable development and human 
rights for all.

I know we can do it. The Charter of the United Nations – which entered into force 78 years ago 
today – points the way.

Above all, it is rooted in a spirit of determination to heal divisions, repair relations, and build 
peace.

To expand opportunities, and leave no one behind.

To ensure justice, equality and empowerment for women and girls.

To provide life-saving relief to those in need.

And to be flexible enough to address challenges that did not even exist when the UN was born –
from the existential climate crisis to the perils and promise of artificial intelligence.

The United Nations is guided by timeless values and principles, but it must never be frozen in 
time. That is why we must always keep strengthening ways of working and applying a 21st 
century lens to all we do.

On this United Nations Day, let us commit with hope and determination to build the better world 
of our aspirations.

Let us commit to a future that lives up to the name of our indispensable organization.

We are a divided world. We can and must be united nations.
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United Nations Association of Sri Lanka
Message of the Chief Guest

I am deeply pleased to issue this message to the United Nations Association 
(UNA) of Sri Lanka on this momentous occasion. For nearly eight decades 
since its inception in 1945, the United Nations has provided an invaluable 
service to the global community. What began as a single institution has given 
birth to large number of conglomerate of organizations, influencing virtually all 
sectors of humanity. The expansion and impact of the UN are not only 
remarkable but deserve appreciation from every sector of the world community.

The United Nations Association of Sri Lanka has consistently upheld the 
significance of this day with unparalleled reverence. Beyond merely 
commemorating UN Day, UNA Sri Lanka has been at the forefront of executing 
various programs, with a principal focus on the SDG’s. It is especially 
heartening to see the targeted efforts aimed at empowering the youth of the 
country.

As we laud the achievements and steadfastness of UNA Sri Lanka, we must 
pause and pay tribute to the indelible legacy of the late Kumaran Fernando. 
serving as the secretary of the UNA for several years; he personified the spirit 
and ideals of the United Nations. His unparalleled service and the 
magnanimous gesture of donating a part of his residence to UNA Sri Lanka 
stand as testament to his unwavering commitment and dedication to the 
Association.

I am heartened to observe that the present President and the committee remain 
committed with the same spirit and dedication that has always defined UNA Sri 
Lanka.

I extend my heartfelt wishes to the Committee and all the members for 
continued success in all their endeavors.

With warm regards,

S.A.C.M. Zuhyle
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Happy Birthday! – 78th birthday is certainly a milestone to celebrate the great contribution United Nations has 
made for the betterment of the world. We are living in a world in which change is the only thing that does not 
change therefore we are pushed into a situation where each one of us has a role to play in taking up the present-
day challenges and moving towards a brighter future of this wonderful world.  

 We at the United Nations Association are celebrating the 73rd year. We have embarked on a journey to inform 
the common people the irreplaceable work of the UN to the common people.  
 
I am delighted to understand the commitment of the Youth forum of UNA and their successful activities carried 
out during the year under the leadership of the President and guidance given by Mr Ashoka Perera of the UNA. 
 
Our association was formed on 19th of August 1950 with guidance of Minister of Defence, Foreign Minister and 
the first Prime Minister the Right Honourable D S Senanayake PC MP. The first President of the Association was 
Major Montague Jayawickrama MP Parliamentary Secretary to the Minster of Defence and Foreign Affairs.  
   
Just within a year we were admitted being the sole National Affiliate of the WFUNA - World Federation of United 
Nations Associations. Today one of the most senior members of the Federation actively involved the work of 
WFUNA.  
 
In 1981 we introduced the study circle program in the country on approval from the Ministry of Education and 
the first school was Sri Dhammasara Piyaratana Madya Maha Vidyalaya Dodanduwa, incidentally the first 
Buddhist School in Sri Lanka. Today it is one of our largest projects in the association spreading fast among the
schools.  
 
In 1987 the then Secretary General Ambassador Javier Perez De Cueliar declared the UNASL a Peace Messenger 
organization of the UN. We are rooted in the values of the Association that has been built strongly by our former 
Secretary General Late Mr Kumaran Fernando.  
 
We nurture effective well-informed society with engagement and empowerment of the youth of this country to 
take up the most challenging roles in making SDGs a success. The association gives a platform with for the 
youngsters to showcase their talents.   

Our Association as for all NGO’s are well aware of the challenges that lie ahead and we are prepared to do what 
it takes to see that the association keeps growing towards our goals. We are indeed privileged to have an
amazing committee with a multitude of strengths that would support this Association in keeping true to our 
mission. We look towards the further support and collaboration of our supporters – The United Nations in Sri 
Lanka and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

On this great occasion where we celebrate the birthday, we are also thankful to all those who contributed to the 
success of this event.  

Mr. Mohamed Zawahir
President
United Nations Association of Sri Lanka
Message on the 78th UN Day National Observance
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Mr. Errol Smith
Secretary General
United Nations Association of Sri Lanka
Message on the 78th UN Day National Observance

                                       

It is with great pleasure that I send this message when the United 
Nations Association of Sri Lanka (UNASL) commemorates the 78th

United Nations Day National Observance. This also marks the 73rd

Anniversary of the United Nations Association in the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

The United Nations Association of Sri Lanka (UNASL) was 
established on the 19th August, 1950, five years before Sri Lanka was 
admitted as a Member State of the United Nations on 14th December, 
1955, together with 15 other countries

UNASL was admitted as the sole National Affiliate of the World Federation of United Nations 
Association (WFUNA), in 1951, joining the rest of the world comprising over 120 member 
countries, in hosting seminars, lectures, educational sessions and inter-school competitions 
throughout the country, thus creating a better understanding among communities. 

I am indeed proud to have been re-elected for the seventh conservative term as the Secretary 
General of this prestigious Association, which has once again been transformed into an active and 
vibrant organization over the past seven years.

We are currently living in a world where:
Conflicts are disrupting the lives and livelihoods of millions. 
The nuclear threat is growing. 
Human rights are under assault and humanitarian needs are at record levels.
Inequalities are growing wider and the prospects of achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals are growing more distant.
Climate disasters are becoming more frequent, more deadly, and more costly. 
One in three countries is at high risk of a fiscal crisis, and almost half of those in extreme
below the poverty line in countries with severe fiscal problems.

In this context, the role of the United Nations has never been more vital, resulting in it having to 
step up its efforts to help accelerate implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals in 
order to build a more inclusive, networked, and effective multilateralism for the 21st century. 
Further, it is also determined to advance peace, sustainable development and human rights.

The UNA-Sri Lanka continues to work closely with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Environment, Sustainable Development Council, the United Nations 
Organization in Sri Lanka and the UN Information Center. The support, co-operation and
encouragement extended to us has always been very encouraging and rewarding.

Further, we are focusing on the youth of our nation which is yet another vulnerable sector that
needs to be nurtured and directed in the right direction and the UNASL Schools Study Circle has 
always been an excellent platform for us to ensure this.

Let us all look forward to a brighter future, which will afford us the opportunity to carry out the 
gigantic tasks ahead and take the message of the United Nations to the grassroots, whilst
disseminating information and guidelines on all important matters.
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 Dr. Amitha P. Bentota
 

Former Additonal Director General of 
Agriculture (Research), Department of 
Agriculture, Sri Lanka 
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Hence it is obvious that paying attention to the cereal crops belonging to millet group directly impacting on 
the 5 sustainable development goals listed below, of the 17 declared by UN.

F

.
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Fig 1. Millet types available in Sri Lanka 
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Patron:

His Excellency Ranil Wickramasinghe
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka (Life Member)

Patrons Emeritus:
H.E. President Gotabaya Rajapaksha
H.E. President Maithripala Sirisena
H.E. President Mahinda Rajapaksha
H.E. President Chandrika Bandaranaike 
Kumarathunga (Life Member)

Chief Vice Patron:

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena (Prime Minister of 
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Vice Patrons:
Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena (M.P.)
Speaker of Parliament 
Hon. Sajith Premadasa
Leader of the Opposition
The late H.E. Srilankabimani Christopher 
Gregory Weeramantry
Judge of the International Court of Justice

Life Patrons:
Professor Lorna DEWARAJA, BA (Hon), phD 
(Lond)
Adesh Ronald WIDMER (s w )
Major General C H FERNANDO, vsv
James A FEATHER
G J MONIE
M M ZAWAHIR
Colonel Dr P A C De SILVA (Deceased) 
HRH PRICE DATO SERI Deshakeerthi 
Ambassador Dr. M.M.M. Rushanudeen,
JP (W/I)
Nandadasa RAJAPAKSE
Manjula DE SILVA
Dr E M S EDIRISINGHE (Deaceased) 

Honourary and Founder Members:

The late Kumaran Fernando
The late Hon. Lalith Athulathmudali

Honourary Members:
M.W. Deepika Priyanganie, BA
Indrajith Wijekulasuriya
Brigadier Granville Elapata vsv
Dharmadasa Vitharana
M.M. Zawahir
HRH PRINCE DATO SERI Deshakeerthi 
Ambassador Dr. M.M.M. Rushanudeen JPWI
Chandanie Kusumalatha Silva

Honourary Life Presidents:
The late Liyanage Hendry Horace Perera
The late Desamanya Ambassador
Dr. Gamini Corea
The late Desamanya Ambassador 
Dr. V.L.B. Mendis
The late Dasabandu Dr. Siran Deraniyagala 
Desamanya Ambassador Nissanka 
Wijewardene (Life Member)
Ambassador Jayantha Dhanapala
(Former under Secretary-General of the  
United Nations for Disarmament Affairs and 
Chairman of the UN Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty Conference)
Hon. Justice Shirani Tilakawardene
(Judge of the Supreme Court)

Past Patrons who were Governors-General of 
the Dominion and / or Presidents of Sri Lanka:

H.E. the late Rt. Hon. Herewald Ramsbothan
(Baron Soulbury of Soulbury – Second 
Governor – General of Ceylon)
H.E. the late Sir Oliver Ernest Goonetilleke 
(Third Governor-General of Ceylon)
H.E. the late William Gopallawa
(Fourth and Last Governor-General of Sri 
Lanka and First President of the Republic)
H.E. the late Junius Richard Jayawardene
(First Executive President of the Republic of 
Sri Lanka)
H.E the late Ranasinghe Premadasa
(Second Executive President of the Republic 
of Sri Lanka)
H.E the late D.B. Wijethunga
(Third Executive President of the Republic of 
Sri Lanka)

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION 
IN THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 

OF SRI LANKA 
List of Patrons, Vice Patrons & Honourary Members 
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H.E. Chandrika Bandaranayaike 
Kumarathunga
(Fourth Executive President of the Republic 
of Sri Lanka)
H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksha
(Fifth Executive President of the Republic of 
Sri Lanka)
H.E. Maithripala Sirisena 
(Sixth Executive President of the Republic of 
Sri Lanka)
H.E. Gotabaya Rajapaksha
(Seventh Executive President of the Republic 
of Sri Lanka)

Honourary Legal Advisors:

M. Herman Perera, JP, UM, Attorney-at-Law 
(Senior Legal Advisor)

Chitral Fernando, Attorney-at-Law

Honourary Accountants:

Karunadasa & Company 

Honourary Company Secretary:

Rohana Manamperi, Attorney-at-Law
Company Secretary

Immediate Past President:

Dr. Lakshman Marasinghe – L.L.B. (Lond)
L.L.M. (Lond), phD(Lond), L.L.D. (Col)

Past President:

Major GEN. Upil Perera
Ms. Rohini Nanayakkara
(Former Chairperson of Bank of Ceylon)
Rienzie T. Wijetilleke, FCIM
Ambassador S.A.C.M. Zuhyle
Ambassador General Cyril Ranatunge 
(Former Commander of the Srib Lanka Army, 
former Defence Secretary and former High 
Commissioner of the Court of Saint James)
Desamanya Ambassador Nissanka 
Wijewardena
(Former Permanent Represenrative of bSri 
Lanka ot the United Nations, former Chairman 
of Bank of Ceylon, former Chairman of the 
Greater Colombo Economic Commission and 
former Secretary to the last Governor-General)
The late Desamanya Ambassador Neville 
Kanakaratne

(Former Governor Southern Province, former 
Ambassador to the USA and the USSR, former 
High Commissioner to India,  former Legal 
Advisor to three former Secretaries General of 
the United Nations and former UN 
Commissioner for Nambiar)

The late Dasamanya Ambassador Dr. Vernon 
L.B. Memdis – M Phil (Lond),PhD 
(Colombo)former High Commissioner to the 
Court of Saint James and former 
Ambassador to France and former Director 
General of Bandaranaike International 
Diplomatic Training Institute (BIDT)
Desamanya Dr. Gamini Corea -MA(Cantab), 
D Phil (Oxon) (Former under Secretary –
General of the UN and Secretary General of 
the UNCTAD, former Ambassador to the 
European Union)
The late Desabandu Dr. Siran Daraniyagala-
MA (Cantab), PhD (Harv) former Director-
General of Archaeology
Dr. Lakshman Marasinghe – L.L.B (Lond), 
L.L.M (Lond), PhD (Lond), L.L.D. 
(Colombo) (Professor and Head of the 
Faculty of Law, University of Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada)
The late Desabandu Dr. F.G. Hudsom Silva 
(Founder and President of the Sri Lanka Eye 
Donation Society)
The late Hon. Felix R. Dias Bandaranaike, 
MP (former Finance Minister of Sri Lanka)
Senator the late Hon. Dr. M.V.P. Peiris
The late Hon. Major Montague 
Jayawickreme MP

Past Vice Patrons who were Prime Ministers 
of Sri Lanka

The late Rt. Hon. Don Stephen Senanayake, 
PC, MP
The late Hon. Dudley Shelton Senanayake, 
MP
The late General the Rt. Hon. Sir John 
Lionel Kotalawala, PC, CH, KBE, MP
The Hon. Solomon West Ridgeway Dias 
Bandaranayaka, MP
The Hon. Dr. Wijayananda Dahanayaka, MP
The Hon. Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias 
Bandaranaike, MP
The Hon. J.R. Jayawardhana, MP
The Hon. Ranasinghe Premadasa, MP
The Hon. Dingiri Banda Wijetunga, MP
The Hon. Ranil Wickramasinghe, MP
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The Hon. Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunge, MP
The Hon. Mahinda Rajapakse, MP
The Hon. Rathnasiri Wickramanayake, MP
The Hon. D.M. Jayarathne

Honourary Permanent Resident Representatives 
(Overseas)

Thalif Deen at the United Nations in New 
York

Complimentary Members

J.V.W. Nainankada
W.H. Jayaratne
Nadeeka Perere
Daniel Bollegala
Arjuna Ranatunga
Nandawathi Nanayakkara
Prasanna Vithanage
Mahendra Amarasuriya
T.A Damayanthi Fernando
J.A. Chandani Jayasinghe
W.M. Chithra Kumari
M. Nimali Dhammika Abeysinghe
R. Hemali Priyadarshanie
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Members of the National Executive Committee

2022-2023

President:

M.M. Zawahir – MBA (Manipala), MABE (UK), 
Dip IR (BCIS)

Executive Chairman:

HRH PRINCE DATO SERI Deshakeerthi 
Ambassador Dr. M.M.M. Rushanudeen   JPWI

Secretary-General:

Errol Smith-FIM (SL), FCPM, AMIA (UK), MJF,O 
St.J

Treasurer
Mr. N.D. Kumudu Weerasinghe 

Editor / Assistant Treasurer 
Dharmadasa Vitharana

Deputy Executive Chairperson:
Sampath Priyankara
Vishvakeerthi Dr. Rohan Dayaratne

Vice Chairpersons:

D.M. Siriwardena
Dr. M.Z.M. Nizar
R.H. Ashoka Perera

Assistant Secretaries:
Dr. Sarath Samarage
Dr. T. Anver Dole 
Dr. G.D. Upali Jayawardena
Shyama Wijekulasuriya
H. Ravi Nagarajah
Panchali Ratnayake

Executive Members:
Dr. S.M.K. Abeywardena
E. Karunaratne
Arthi D Jayawardane
M.A Rohan Fernando 
K.D. Ajitha Jayarathne
Chameera Udesh Morawaka

Honourary ExCo Members:

Brigadier G.V. Elapata, vsv
Dr. G.P.P. Silva BMMS(Cey) DPH (Lond) FRIPHH 
(Lond)
Chandani Vitharanage 
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77th United Nations Day of year 2022

 

 
Head Table 
Left to Right 
SG – Mr. Errol G. Smith, Ambassador D. L. Mendis, 
UNASL President Mr. M. M. Zawahir, Executive 
Chairman – Dr. M. M. M. Rushanudeen 

 
 
 
 

77th United Nations Day held on 23rd October, 2022 at Lakshman Kadirgamar Center, Colombo 07.  
Participant were Ambassadors, Official Invitees and UN Members. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With

Best Complements 

From

CHANDRASIRI DISTRIBUTORS (PVT) LTD.
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UNASL Annual General Meeting for the year 2022/ 2023

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNASL President Mr. M. M. Zawahir   hoisting the UN Flag, SG Mr. Errol G. Smith hoisting the  
Sri Lanka National Flag, Committee Members taken the Oath of Office and 2022/2023 Executive  
Committee Members Group Photo. 
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78th UN Charter Day 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

78th Anniversary Observance of Signing the United Nations Charter held on 26th June, 2023 at the Renuka City  

Hotel, Colombo  
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Forum

YOUTH FORUM

Form up of the Youth 
2022/2023 Youth Group

HEALTH CAMP HELD ON PRINCE OF WALES COLLEGE MORATUWA 

Organized by the Lions Club, Panadura in collaboration with Youth Group 
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BOOK DONATION PROJECT CONDUCTED AT 
MALAMULLA MAHA VIDYALAY PANADURA

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Books handed over by the President Mr. Rakeeb Zawahir of Youth Committee & Participant Youth Committee  
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Beach Cleanup successfully carried out in Panadura 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures of the members who participated 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2023
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Worthey event focusing on 100 pregnant mothers to developed morality of motherhood held on 12th March 

2023. UNASL President Mr. Zawahir, & Secretary General Mr. Errol G. Smith Donated a Gift Pack to 

regnant Mothers
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PEACE DAY YEAR 2023 COMMEMORATED AT SRI SAUGATHA 

VIDYALAYA, PANADURA
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

Held on 23rd September 2023. Pease Flag was Hoisting by the Venerable Panadura Vijithananda thero, 
UNASL President Mr. Zawahir was hoisting the UN Flag & SG Mr. Errol G. Smith was hoisting the Sri 
Lanka National Flag.

 

 

  
 

 

Under Study Circle project, conducted competition on Speech, Essay writing and General Knowledge 
which held on 23rd September, 2023
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REFORM COMPUTER TRAINING CENTER FOR THE YEAR 2023 

 
 

 
   

 

Our sincere apprecia on and thanks to Dr. G. D. Upali Jayawardena, Assistant 
Secretary General who has ungrudgingly devoted his me in compiling the Annual 
2023, and to the learned contributors who have demonstrated their scholarship in 
providing ar cles. We also wish to thank for the contribu on made by our valuable 
sponsors to the annual. 

 

 

Mr. Dharmadasa Vitharana
Editor
United Nations Association of Sri Lanka
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1st Place Senuth Dilnada Wanniarachchi
Mahinda College, Galle

2nd Place W. R. C. S. Bandara
Kegalu College, Kegalle

3rd Place J. D. Matheesha Prashastha Jayasekara
Hanwella Rajasinghe Central College, Hanwella

4th Place P. R. N. Pelawaththa
Vijaya College, Mathale

5th Place D. G. Hirushi Wandana Guruge
Royal College, Kegalle

WINNERS OF SPEECH CONTEST - 2023
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No. School Name Student Name

1st Place C. Chathurmi Katipearachchi 
Southland College, Galle

2nd Place P. T. G. Anuththara Nethmini 
Vijaya College, Mathale

3rd Place A G Kusali Hansika 
St. John College, Panadura

4th Place B. G. Tharani Chathushika
Hanwella Rajasinghe Central College, Hanwella

5th Place R. R. Imasha Sandaneththi Bandara
St. Josep Girls’ College, Kegalle

 

 

  

WINNERS OF ESSAY CONTEXT - 2023
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1st Place J. D. B. Wijekoon 
Ananda College, Colombo

2nd Place P. M. Manula Nadiaha Rathnayaka
Hanwella Rajasinghe Central College, Hanwella

3rd Place D. M. Jonikkuhewa
Mahamaya Girls Scool, Kandy

4th Place M. S. Wijemanna
Mahinda College, Galle

5th Place Methuni C. Karunarathne 
Southland College, Galle

 

 

WINNERS OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CONTEXT - 2023
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Our objective is educate the youth 
on Sustainable Development Goals...  

United Nations Association of Sri Lanka
Registered office

National Secretariat, 39/1, Cyril Jansz Mawatha, Panadura, Sri Lanka
Tel: 0094382232123, Email: unasl@slt.lk, www.unasrilanka.org


